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(%) Grantees across the country are telling their story
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‘Another broken promise’: California environmental
groups reel from EPA grant cancellations
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federal grants
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Best Practices for Storytelling

Focus on the impact to real people and local communities. Emphasize the work that you
cannot do versus the disruption to your internal team/organization.

Emphasize stories over aggregate numbers. A powerful anecdote will travel farther and
break through better than a story about “X tons of averted pollution” or “X dollars saved.”

Keep your story streamlined. Lots of bad things are happening but a laundry list will lose
your readership. Tie into big themes such a energy affordability, reducing pollution, and
resilience.

When ‘on the record’ try to provide pithy points. Reporters are talking to you to (1) get the
necessary context for their story; and (2) looking for a 1-2 sentence quote. Write down some
of the quotes you would like to see in print before your call.
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A Quick Guide to Contacting Reporters

Reporter and editor contact information is usually easy to find on their website.
* Reporters want you to contact them with potential stories!
* Look for staff assigned to environment, public health, or local issues.
* Another approach is to see what reporter wrote the most recent story about environmental issues
for that publication and contact them.
* Don'’t worry about emailing the “wrong” person — they can connect you with the right colleague.

Send a short pitch via email. This can be as simple as the following:

« Hi[Reporter Name] — | lead a local nonprofit that received a $X million grant through an EPA
program. The Trump Administration is now trying to to terminate the grant, which would prevent
us from [share a short summary of your planned work and where it would take place]. This is
particularly disappointing because there has been no evidence of wrongdoing with our grant nor
is it clear that EPA even has a lawful basis to terminate it. | would be happy to speak with you if
you’re interested in a story about what this means for [name of local community].

Speak to the reporter by phone, if they are interested. Focus your conversation on your scope of
expertise (i.e., what work you had planned, what will not happen if the grant is terminated). If they
have questions about ongoing litigation, refer them to Boni Croyle for further assistance.
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Communication Resources

Media Media Talking

Interview Points
Strategies

If you need help preparing for a media interview, please contact epn-press@environmentalprotectionnetwork.org for 1:1

assistance.

Environmental
@ Protection Network AWYERS FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT


mailto:epn-press@environmentalprotectionnetwork.org
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/EPN-Media-Interview-Strategies.pdf
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/EPN-Media-Interview-Strategies.pdf
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/EPN-Media-Interview-Strategies.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GhWU2XUS-EFdQeW5aCdjjPi7HZkkGXN5h9tP6JOInEA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GhWU2XUS-EFdQeW5aCdjjPi7HZkkGXN5h9tP6JOInEA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qOGbqHAP3mOqT6sFdYLDz1YrTwiAtkGzulCd7zQG8UY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qOGbqHAP3mOqT6sFdYLDz1YrTwiAtkGzulCd7zQG8UY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qOGbqHAP3mOqT6sFdYLDz1YrTwiAtkGzulCd7zQG8UY/edit?tab=t.0

